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Scholarships to Three Outstanding Local
Graduates

ST. ALBANS, VT — The Rotary Club of St. Albans proudly awarded its
2026 Rotary Scholarships to three exceptional graduating seniors during its
annual scholarship presentation on June 18. Each student received a
$1,000 scholarship in recognition of outstanding academic achievement,
leadership, and dedication to community service, reflecting Rotary's guiding
principle of "Service Above Self."

The Rotary Club of St. Albans Scholarship Program recognizes local
graduating seniors who have demonstrated excellence in scholarship,
leadership, and volunteerism while making meaningful contributions to their
schools and communities.

This year's recipients are Molly Bernard and Jacoby Soter of Bellows
Free Academy (BFA) St. Albans and Avery Guyette of Missisquoi Valley
Union High School.

Molly Bernard

Molly Bernard has distinguished herself through exceptional leadership,
academic excellence, and an unwavering commitment to community
service. A dedicated four-year member of the Rotary Interact Club, she
also served as secretary of the National Honor Society, coached youth
volleyball, participated in numerous community initiatives, and helped foster
school spirit through BFA's 2025 Powderpuff event.



Molly completed more than 150 hours of community service during high
school, far exceeding graduation and National Honor Society requirements.
Among her most meaningful experiences was volunteering for two
summers at Camp Rainbow, where she worked with children on the autism
spectrum. Through patience, empathy, and perseverance, she built lasting
relationships with campers while helping create an inclusive and supportive
environment.

Her passion for public service was further strengthened through her
participation in Girls Nation, where she collaborated with students from
across the country to debate and develop mock legislation. Combined with
her love of the outdoors, the experience inspired her to pursue a career in
environmental policy.

This fall, Molly will attend the University of Vermont, where she will major
in Environmental Science with a minor in Political Science. She hopes to
develop policies that address climate change, protect natural resources,
and strengthen communities for future generations.

Jacoby Soter

Jacoby Soter has dedicated her high school years to leadership, advocacy,
and empowering student voices. She currently serves as the Chief Student
Board Representative for the Maple Run Unified School District,
representing student perspectives on district policy, curriculum, and school
climate.

Her commitment to service extends statewide through her work with the
Vermont Agency of Education's Hazing, Harassing, and Bullying Prevention
Advisory Council and the Vermont Learners' Association, where she has
advocated for increased student involvement in education policy.

Within her school community, Jacoby has been a leader in mental health
awareness through Hope Happens Here and helped organize a countywide
prom dress drive through Rotary Interact, collecting more than 70 dresses
to make prom more accessible for local students.



In addition to her extensive service, Jacoby excelled as a student-athlete,
competing in cross country, Nordic skiing, indoor track, and outdoor track
while maintaining strong academic achievement.

This fall, Jacoby will attend Colorado College, where she looks forward to
learning through the school's innovative Block Plan. She plans to explore a
variety of academic disciplines before pursuing her long-term goal of
becoming a college professor.

Avery Guyette

Avery Guyette, a graduating senior from Missisquoi Valley Union High
School, exemplifies Rotary's values through outstanding leadership,
academic excellence, and an extraordinary commitment to serving others.
Inspired by her father's military service in Iraq and Kuwait, Avery developed
a passion for justice and a desire to combat corruption through science and
public service.

She plans to study Biochemistry with a minor in Political Science before
earning a master's degree in Biomedical Forensic Science. Her ultimate
career goal is to work for the FBI Laboratory Division, using forensic
science to uphold justice and serve the public.

During high school, Avery served as President of the National Honor
Society and Student Council Class President, organizing school events,
community initiatives, and fundraising efforts that generated more than
$50,000 to support student programs. She also volunteered as a youth
sports coach and referee while participating in anti-tobacco advocacy and
statewide athletic leadership initiatives.

With more than 350 hours of community service, Avery has consistently
demonstrated compassion, leadership, and a deep commitment to making
a positive difference in her school and community.

"The Rotary Club of St. Albans is honored to recognize these remarkable
young leaders," said members of the Rotary Club Scholarship Committee.
"Molly, Jacoby, and Avery embody the Rotary ideal of Service Above Self



through their leadership, compassion, and dedication to improving their
communities. We congratulate them on their accomplishments and look
forward to seeing the positive impact they will continue to make in the years
ahead."

The Rotary Club extends its sincere appreciation to all of this year's
scholarship applicants. The selection committee was impressed by the
exceptional quality of the applications and is proud that so many young
people in our community are actively engaged in their schools, volunteer
organizations, and civic life. Their commitment to service and leadership
reflects a bright future for our communities.

The Rotary Club of St. Albans congratulates the 2026 scholarship
recipients and wishes them every success as they begin the next chapter
of their educational journeys.
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